
Par ish News letter  
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

25th February 2018 

Sunday Masses: 
Sacred Heart Church: 

       Saturday:    6.00 pm  Vigil Mass 
       Sunday :      8.30 am 
                        10.00 am 
                        11.30 am 
                         6.00 pm 

     
    Weekday Masses 

        10.00 am Mon –Sat 
 & 7.30 pm on Monday only  

and on the First Friday  
Morning Prayer of the Church 

9.30 am Mon - Fri 
Rosary 9.40 am Mon - Sat 

 
Holy Day Masses 

10 am, 12.15 & 7.30 pm 

 
Sun  25 Feb   2nd Sun of Lent 
 
8.30           Mathew Baldwinson( RIP)  
10.00         First Communion  
                  Celebrating The Word 
 11.30        For the People of the Parish    
 6pm          Michael and Annie Cronin  
                                          (Anniv) 
 
 
             
Mon  26 Feb    Lent feria 
10.00          Kathleen and Eileen Dear             
                                                    (Anniv) 
 7.30 pm     Bridget Minihane (RIP)   
 
   
 
Tue  27 Feb       Lent feria   
 10.00          Helen & Joan Luchefi (RIP) 
 
 
Wed 28 Feb      Lent feria 
 10.00           George Mc Manus (Anniv) 
              
 
Thurs 1st Mar    St David 
  10.00            Ann Knight           
(Thanksgiving for all the prayers and 
recovery of Catherine Morrissey’s sister) 
 
     
  
Fri  2 Mar        Lent feria 
             Women’s World Day of Prayer 
10.00            Kozlak Zbigniew (Anniv)  
 7.30pm        First Friday Mass for Life 
 
           
  
Sat 3 Mar         Lent feria         
 10.00       Teresa Mary Dickens (Anniv) 
 6pm                 Joseph D’Cruz (RIP)            
                    

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Sat: 10.30 - 11.30 am and 5pm- 5.45pm 

 
  Adoration and Novena of the                       

Miraculous Medal and Sacred Heart  
 

   Monday after 7.30pm Mass   —  8.15 - 9pm 
   Wednesday & Thursday:10.30—12.00 noon 
                            Saturday: 10.30 - 11.30 am 

 

e-mail: 
millhill@rcdow.org.uk 
website www.shmi.info 

 

Liturgical Calendar 

                "I HAVE HEARD THE DEVIL'S CONFESSION" 
As parish priest of a small village, I would often go out through the streets on               
Sunday, to greet people and give them a written catechesis, especially those who 
for different reasons did not go to church. 
 In the parish dedicated to St. Joseph, many had a habit that they fulfilled every 
Sunday without fail, as if it was a duty. This was to drink "some cold ones" --                
as they called beer. Hence, it was easy to know where to find this type of "faithful," 
and he was also among them.  
One day, when I finished my run, a lady approached me to ask me if I had recog-
nized the "diablo" [Spanish for devil]. According to her, I had greeted him and he 
had received one of the pamphlets that I gave out. I had not seen the "diablo," or at 
least I don't remember having seen any woman or man who looked like him. 
 On another occasion I had to go to the neighboring village to help a brother priest, 
but the parish car broke down and so I needed some one to take me. 
 What was my surprise when on asking some people who might help me with this 
service, a boy immediately said to me: "Father, if you like I'll call 'el diablo' to take 
you." You can't imagine what I thought at that moment. It seemed a joke, but then I 
accepted the proposal and that day I saw him for the first time. 
 I kept silent for a long time, as it was the first time I was making such a trip. More-
over, I thought, what can I talk about with "el diablo"? Then I spoke to him, but it 
seemed more like an interview than a conversation. That day, before ending the trip 
and without saying anything, I left a scapular of Our Lady of Carmel in his car. 
 Henceforth I saw him everywhere; now I recognized him and, although I always 
invited him to Mass, he always said: "not now, I'll do so one day, I have my                    
reasons." 
 Time passed, and one day a boy who was waiting at the door of the church told me 
that someone needed me urgently, and that he didn't want to go before speaking 
with me. The boy explained that it was a gravely ill man. Then, I quickly looked for 
everything that was necessary for the visit. 
 How surprised I was when, arriving in the place, I discovered that the gravely ill 
man, who had been waiting for a priest for several days, was Ramon, the one whom 
they called "el diablo"; a man of the "campo" who had lived a very difficult life.        
He could not remember when or why they began to call him [el diablo], but he had 
grown used to it. Now, lying in his bed, he was suffering from a terrible cancer and 
his end was approaching. 
 I remember very well what he said to me that day: "Father, do you remember me?   
I am the one they call "el diablo," but I do not leave my soul to him, it belongs to 
God! Please, can you hear my confession?" 
 It was a very special moment, but even more so when I saw what he had in his 
hands while I heard his confession: a scapular, precisely the one I had left in his car. 
Now he was taking it on his journey to eternity. Later, in that house I also saw a 
pamphlet on confession, one of those that I myself had left with him one Sunday at 
midday. 
 How great and mysterious God is. He works in silence and with simplicity, but in 
addition, he lets us share with everyone the gift he has given us. And that day the 
whole village was talking about it (and I was also thinking about it):                                         
I have heard the devil's confession!   
Fr Eamon Raftery CM 

Fr Eamon’s Notes 



 

Confirmation Group Weekly Word of 
God 

See Judge Act 

This is the formula used throughout the Confirmation Preparation pro-
gramme and has been used to reflect on this week’s Gospel 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led 

them up a high mountain where they 

could be alone by themselves. 

There in their presence he was 

transfigured: his clothes became 

dazzlingly white, whiter than any 

earthly bleacher could make them. 

Elijah appeared to them with Mo-

ses; and they were talking with 

Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus: 

‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful 

for us to be here; so let us make 

three tents, one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to 

say; they were so frightened. And a cloud came, cov-

ering them in shadow; and there came a voice from 

the cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to 

him.’ Then suddenly, when they looked round, they 

saw no one with them any more but only Jesus. 

Gospel for the 2nd Sunday of Lent 

In response to Pope Francis’ call for 
the New Evangelism in which we try 
to become “Missionary Disciples”, 
the Confirmation Group is reflecting 
on each Sunday’s Gospel. 



 



 

Notices for Bulletin please email: melanie_millhill@hotmail.co.uk 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS : Tuesday - Friday,  10.30 am - 3.00 pm.   Telephone:  0208 959 1021 
Notices for Bulletin please email: melanie_millhill@hotmail.co.uk 

Contact number 0208 959 1021 

The Daughters of Charity invite you to 
pray with them during adoration on each 
Sunday of Lent. It includes adoration 
and evening prayer of the  Church. It 
ends at 5pm with tea and refreshments.  

Tuesday 10.30 -11.30  Fr Michael and 
Melanie are available in the Bethany 
Room.   1pm -   Parish Office Closed 
4pm - 7pm  -  Fr Michael available in the 
                        Presbytery. 

Clergy and Parish Office  

Rita O’Brien            Julie Lambert                       
Betty Allen              Maria Darico                                        
Iris Moore                Raymond Traynor    
George Pucillo         Bobby O’Mahony                     
Claire O’Connor       Alan van denLoo       
Monsignor Charles Vella   
Alfred and Trixie Bartley  

Our prayers are requested for the                    
sick and housebound 

SERVING THE PARISH  IN 
THE SPIRIT OF                               

ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

    Fr Michael McCullagh C.M. 

            Fr Noel Travers CM   

           Fr Eamon Raftery CM   

         Fr  Ray Armstrong C.M 
   (Chaplain to Provincial House         

      Daughters of  Charity of SVP)                 

          Parish Administrator 
             Melanie Gibbons    

melanie_millhill@hotmail.co.uk         

           Parish Safeguarding               

         Representative  contact at                       

                0208 959 1021  

Sunday Collection for  
18th February 2018 
totalled £1,883.82 

Thank you for your generosity 
Today there is a collection for 

CAFOD Family Fast Day  

Training for New  
Eucharist Ministers 

Adoration and Prayer 
Sundays of Lent  

4pm Provincial House 

Training  for new Eucharistic                        
Ministers Tuesday 13th and 20th March  
7.00pm. Contact Par ish Office if you 
would like to put your name forward. 

The Scrutunies are questions that are 
proposed to people who are preparing 
for baptism. It will take place at the 
10am Sunday Mass.                                          
We will also pray for people who are 
candidates preparing to receive                      
Confirmation.  

Scrutunies 

Permanent Deacon  
‘Come and See’ 

Mothers Prayers  

Cardinal’s Appeal 

During Lent and in the spirit of sacrifice 
sharing and almsgiving, please consider 
designating your Lenten sacrifice to the 
Cardinal Appeal. Envelopes are                    
available in the Narthex. Thank you. 

Friday 2nd  March at 10.30am at Trinity 
Church and 7.30pm at Wilberforce Centre 
in St Paul’s church, The Ridgeway.   

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Mothers Prayer Group  each Monday at                                 
2.15pm– 2.45pm in the  Bethany Room 
All welcome. Crèche facilities available. 

The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass 
all couples in the Diocese who are                       
celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th 30th, 40th 
50th and 60th (and every year over 60)
wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage 
in 2018. Please give  the Parish Office the 
following details by 16th March -  
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, 
full postal address and email or contact 
number if no email. 

Mass in Thanksgiving for  
Matrimony Westminster Cathedral 

Saturday 19th May at 3pm 

The Pastoral Parish Council invite  
applications for the position of a              
part time Caretaker/ Maintenance   
person.  Closing date for application is 
26th February. Interview date is  
Monday 12th March from 2pm.  
Applications forms are available from 
Melanie in the Parish Office. 

Caretaker/Maintenance 

Men wanting to know more about the   
Permanent Diaconate are invited to come 
to a two hour meeting from 10- 12noon at 
St Edward the  Confessor, Golders Green 
on Saturday 10th March   Deacon Adrian 
07961 594725  

Parish Open Day: Saturday 9th June  
9.30am-4.00pm Provincial House, 
the   Ridgeway, Mill Hill Lunch                
provided The theme will be “Living 
our  Christianity”  reflecting on our 
call by Pope Francis to be                          
“Missionary Disciples” See further                  
announcements for more information. 

Parish Open Day 

This weekend end is the Cafod Fast Day 
Collection. The government is match    
funding all donations and these funds will 
be used for projects to tackle child                            
malnutrition in Zimbabwe and Zambia.   
In light of the recent news reports you may 
wish to see CAFOD has a statement about 
safeguarding vulnerable  communities on 
their website cafod.org.uk  

Cafod Family Fast Day  

Girlguiding Volunteer 

Female volunteer needed teenagers or 
adults over 18, to help with Girlguiding 
units in Mill Hill. Mondays from 5-6.30 
pm and Fridays from 4.30-6 pm term 
time only Contact Marilyn on  
kendall.marilyn@yahoo.co.uk or  
telephone 0208 349 9989. 

Coffee in the Bethany  

Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross each Friday of 
Lent after 10am Mass.  On Wednesday 
14th March there will be no                           
Adoration as the Stations of the cross 
will be read by Sister Avril, please note 
this in your diary.    

Children's Homework Club 

Parishioner Christina Goldie  has                         
identified a need for a Drop In Homework 
Club for  par ish children. Help is needed 
to support this in a variety of ways.                        
A meeting for volunteers will be held on 
Tuesday 27th February in the Bethany 
Coffee at 10.30am. All Safe Guarding  
regulations will be followed.                                      
Contact Christina on 07717 857 140 or                                
0208 343 7331  christina.goldie@sky.com 

Coffee available after all masses each  
Sunday. All welcome.  

The burial of Sister Rita will be held at the  
Sisters Cemetery on the Ridgeway at noon 
on Wednesday 28th February. You are 
welcome to attend the burial a memorial 
mass will be arranged later.    

Sister Rita Whyte 


